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Dear Emma E. Booker Families, 
 
As we begin a new semester, I would like to wish a very Happy New Year to our EEB Family! I trust 
you had a wonderful winter break with family and friends. As we celebrate this new year, 2021, thank 
you for your continued partnership to ensure our students and staff remain healthy and safe while our 
staff work to engage our students in meaningful learning opportunities. It is also a time to reflect on the 
changes we want, or need, to make and resolve to follow through on those changes. I want to assure 
everyone that the high expectations in academics set from the beginning of the year will continue as we 
begin second semester.  
  
It is the time of the year where tasks and assignments shift for students in grades 3-5 as we continue to 
prepare for Statewide Assessments in Reading, Math, and Science in the midst of COVID-19. Our 3rd
-5th grade remote learners will be expected to be on campus for FSA testing on the scheduled 
state testing days. Ms. Washington, our Testing Coordinator, along with 
grade level teachers will share specific testing dates.  I encourage you to 
register your child for our upcoming FSA Saturday Game Day sessions. 
There will be a total of five sessions starting on Feb. 27th with free breakfast, 
snacks and weekly prizes for our students in attendance.  
 
In February, we normally celebrate Valentine's Day by sharing cards of friendship and love during a 
small class celebration. As we have all experienced, this year is very different as we work to reduce the 
spread of COVID 19. As part of our health and safety protocols this year, students will NOT be sharing 
Valentine's Cards. Instead, we will take this time and opportunity to allow our students to write notes 
of appreciation to frontline essential workers. Thank you for understanding this change and for your 
support in not sending valentines cards to school. 
 
Our current enrollment as we start the second semester is 516.  We are committed this year to continu-
ing the work to increase our proficiency scores for Reading, Math and Science.  This year it is about 
making instructional shifts at all levels and working SMARTER not HARDER. Our teachers and 
staff have no doubt been doing this to meet the academic needs of your child. It’s about doing what it 
takes to meet the needs of our students. Every Child, Every Day, Whatever it takes and then 
SOME…We as a school are committed to the unique success of our students.  
 
Finally, on behalf of Emma’s faculty and staff, thank you for your continued support of our students 
and the work we do for them. It is truly the community, parents, and staff partnering and working to-
gether that allows us to maintain the academic focus at Emma E. Booker! As always, if you have ques-
tions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or me directly. We are here to 
work together to provide the best possible education for your child! 
 

We would also like to encourage you to attend our monthly P.T.O. and S.A.C meetings throughout this 
year.  Our P.T.O. meets the 1st Thursday of every month at 5:30pm via Zoom and S.A.C. meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month at 5:45pm via Zoom/or Media Center as needed. 
 

2020-2021 P.T.O officers are:    2020-2021 S.A.C officers are:  
Mrs. McCauley – President     Mr. Mack-Chair 
Mr.  McCauley - Vice President    Mr.  Harris-Vice Chair 
Ms.  Mahoney – Secretary     Mrs. Bartley-Secretary  
Mrs. Marks - Treasurer      Mrs. Marks – Treasurer 
 

I am inspired by this quote when it comes to the work at Emma E. Booker; I like playing for the purple 
and gold. This is where I want to finish up. 
 ~Kobe Bryant 
 

We’re in Quarter 3- Let’s Huddle Up… #Game On 
 

Ms. Oliver 

Administrative Corner - Our Principal:  Ms. Oliver 
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Administrative Corner - Our Assistant Principal:  Mrs. Henderson 

Welcome to February at Emma.  With the addition of Ms. Cirillo on the 
administrative team, I have had more time to do what I love: working 
with the teachers, as we continue to update our instructional programs.  
The teachers have worked hard to assess each and every child, so that 
they can plan focused activities for small group time for all students.  
Small group instruction is characterized by the teachers pulling 6 or less 
students with either similar reading and/or math abilities, or similar 
needs.  In this way, teachers can more closely monitor the growth of eve-
ry student while planning for individualized instruction.  I am so pleased 
with our teachers’ ability and willingness to adapt to this new way of teaching and we have seen our 
little Tornados begin to take off.  

In addition to small group instruction, we have changed the ELA and Math block instruction to follow 
a workshop model.  This is another way in which we are moving toward more differentiated instruc-
tion.  In the workshop model, your child will start the block in a whole group lesson, when the teacher 
is modeling a new strategy or introducing or reviewing a new concept.  Then the students move to in-
dependent application, when they themselves have an opportunity to practice the new strategy or apply 
the new concept. During this time, the teachers are either pulling small groups or working one-on-one 
with students to meet their specific needs.  The workshop block ends with the class coming together as 
a whole again to share what was learned. 

We know that students come to us with varied abilities and life experiences.  We are committed to 
meeting each child where they are at and encouraging them forward in their own personal growth.  We 
have made many effective changes in our instruction to close the grade level gap with our students. 

As always, thank you for all your support at home.  I appreciate you all and love my work here at Em-
ma! 

Mrs. Henderson 

Administrative Corner - Our AP Intern:  Ms. Cirillo 

Hello Emma E. Booker families,  

I am so excited to be serving in a new role at EEB in my second year. As the Assistant Principal, In-
tern and Curriculum Lead, my duties are varied each and every day. Spending time in our classrooms 
with our amazing teaching staff and your amazing children is the highlight of my day! I also work 
closely with our math and science facilitators, as we ensure that your students are receiving best prac-
tice instruction in all subject areas to ensure their learning success EVERY DAY!  

Currently, I am working on Winter Wonderland which takes place on February 19th. This event is a 
reward for meeting multiplication mastery fluency for fourth and fifth graders. 
Math fluency is so important for success in math. First, fact fluency allows students 
one less thing to think about when solving two step problems. Secondly, knowing 
math facts makes state testing easier. Third, being proficient with basic math facts 
saves time & reduces frustration.  

How can you help your students with math fluency? Addition and subtraction facts 
in our primary grades are the focus for math fluency. Flash cards, DreamBox or 
IXL computer time and strategy work are all keys to fluency success. In grades 3-5, 
once addition and subtraction facts are mastered, multiplication fluency is the fo-
cus. Flashcards, DreamBox, IXL computer time and strategy work are also keys to 

multiplication success.  

If you would like suggestions or assistance in how to help your child succeed in math, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me at gina.cirillo@sarasotacountyschools.net 

Ms. Cirillo 

mailto:gina.cirillo@sarasotacountyschools.net
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Reporting Update from Kindergarten  

Kindergarten spent several weeks creating and learning the expectations in the classroom, and how to 
keep ourselves healthy.  We have learned all of our letters and 
the sounds they make and are learning to use those sounds to read 
and write words.  We have also been introduced to all of the red 
and orange sight words.  Please continue practicing letter names/
sounds and sight words at home daily.   

In math we have been working hard on our numbers through 
twenty and problem solving.  We are learning to know the differ-
ence between 2-D shapes and 3-D shapes.   In science we have 
learned about gravity and the states of matter.  We have had fun 
sorting objects by their properties and changing liquids to solids.   

Please be sure to check your child’s folder  and backpack daily 
and empty anything that doesn’t need to be there.  Also, be sure 
to put an extra mask in your child’s backpack.  If your child 
doesn’t have headphones or if their headphones are no longer 
working, please be sure they have a pair.  We can not share items and these are essential for instruction 
and testing.   

 

Thank you for your support, 

Your Kindergarten Team: Ms. England, Ms. Garber, Mrs. Greenawalt, Mrs. Jones, Ms. Konopko,  

Reporting Update from 1st Grade 

We hope you were all able to enjoy the Holiday season. We want to thank all the parents that sent in 

monetary donations for our winter celebration and participated in Fall Conferences. Parent engage-

ment and attendance is a vital part of your student’s academic success. 1st Semester ended on January 

22, which means we are halfway through the school year. First grade has completed the second i-

Ready Diagnostic Test and is using the data to move your students forward. 

In the 3rd Quarter, first grade will be finishing our Physical Science unit and starting our Life Science 
unit. In Math, first grade will be partitioning 2D shapes, time to the hour and half hour, and adding and 

subtracting 2 digit numbers. Make sure your child is practicing their addition and subtraction math 
facts daily. In English Language Arts, we are enjoying reading with your child daily.  

As a team, we are striving to ensure that the students are enjoying 
reading while pushing them to become better readers. We are using 

small group strategies such as Guided Reading Groups, LLI Reading 
Interventions, and Reading Enrichment Groups to assure your child’s 
reading success. Please make sure you are reading with your child 

daily and completing homework and reading logs.  

Check with your child to see if they need headphones or any other school supplies. Headphones are 
important so that they can complete their i-Ready and Dreambox lessons. Also, please make sure your 
child has an appropriate fitting mask for school and an extra one in their backpack each day.  

 Thank you for your support, 

Your 1st Grade Team:  Ms. Bell/Shea, Mrs. Bosak, Ms. Garner, Ms. Motta, and Ms. Thomas  
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Reporting Update from 2nd Grade 

It has been a very busy first semester in second grade. We would like to welcome our two new teach-

ers to the team, Mrs. Stepp who is taking over for Mrs. Lambka and Ms. Evans who is taking over for 

Ms. Bell.  

We would like to welcome all our remote students who have joined us on campus. Please remember 

that students must wear mask anytime while on campus. We will continue to have the students wash 

and sanitize their hands throughout the day, keep students socially distanced, and clean and sanitize 

the room and materials throughout the day. 
 

Curriculum Updates:  We have been busy learning new and exciting things this semester. Parents, 

please have your child to complete their homework every night, read for 20 minutes, and practice 

their math facts daily. Remember students may access iReady, iXL, and Dreambox at home. These 

are academic programs that we use in school. There was a no-

tice sent home with students regarding assessments for the re-

mainder of the year. If you did not receive that notice, please 

feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher for more infor-

mation.  
 

Reminders: 

All students need headphones to use for computer time 

Students may bring in a small snack for snack time each day. Please don’t send large packs of food 

for snack. 

If you need to make a change to your child’s transportation, please write a note and send it in to the 

teacher. 

Parents are not allowed to send in any food to share with the class due to COVID restrictions. 

 

Safety First- Learning Always 

Dear Emma E Booker Families, 

This is Officer D. Ferris from the Sarasota County School Police De-
partment.  I am the proud School Resource Officer (SRO) for EEB. I 
wanted to remind everyone some of our old and new polices regarding 
school property.  

• ALL side entrances to the school property are no longer be open for 
entering or exiting.  

• All parents, guardians, visitors, and students will enter and exit the 
school through the front office.  

• Parents/guardians, due to COVID-19, we can no longer allow you 
to walk your child to their classroom or eat breakfast/lunch in the 
cafeteria.  

• The front office opens at 7:30 am.    

• This ID process will be done every time a parent/guardian comes on  school property.  

Once again, this security was issued by the Sarasota County School Police and went into effect Janu-
ary 7, 2020. Thank you for understanding as it is always about the safety and well-being of our stu-
dents and staff.  

Sincerely,  

Officer D. Ferris    
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R e p o r t i n g  F r o m  3 r d G r a d e

FSA REMINDER

FSA tests are quickly approaching! FSA reading begins in April and FSA 

math begins in May. 

As you know, this test determines whether your child will pass to 4th 

grade. We have been working very hard in class to prepare for these tests. 

Please continue to work with your child at home as well for extra practice. 

For example, completing weekly homework packets and reading 20 

minutes each night. Reading at home should be fun! Choose books that 

interest them, or use Epic.com.

READING/ELA SCIENCE/SSMATH

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?

As always, the third grade teachers are available to answer any 

questions/concerns. Thanks!

Your 3rd Grade Team:  Mrs. Corrigan, Ms. Fah, Ms. Ferriera, Ms. Lewis, and 

Ms. Mahoney

Current standard: 

Poetry!

I can determine 

how stanzas build 

on one another.

Past standards:

Main idea, point of 

view, sequence, text 

structure,

characters traits 

Current standard: 

Multiplication!

I can use different 

strategies to solve 

multiplication and 

division.

Past standards:

Rounding, graphing 

and data, addition 

and subtraction

Current 

standard: Matter!

I can compare 

materials and 

objects by their 

properties. 

Past standards:

Earth/Space

Important Notes:

FSA is a long, 80 minute 

test. It is critical that 

students are able to sit 

silently for that entire 

period with no 

interruptions. Any 

disruptions can result in 

test invalidation. We are 

practicing building 

stamina in the 

classroom. Having a 

discussion and 

practicing a timed test at 

home are ways to help.

Snack time at school is 

before specials at 11am. 

Please only allow 

students to bring healthy 

snacks.

Good snack ideas:

pretzels, fruit, granola 

bars, gummies, goldfish, 

veggies.

Not recommended: 

TAKIS/ hot Cheetos (too 

messy), pop tarts, candy 

bars, sugary foods.

Reminder: the school 

provides fresh 

fruit/veggies everyday as 

well.

MASKS: Please be sure 

your child has a back-up 

mask in case they break. 

Please wash their 

reusable masks often. 
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Reporting Update from 4th Grade 

 

Fourth grade students, parents, and teachers were all a bit nervous to begin our school year during a 

pandemic, but everyone quickly adjusted their thinking. 

The Fantastic Fourth students, parents, and teachers have 

adopted the mindset that “nerves are just a way of showing 

opportunity’s excitement.” So, we have seized the oppor-

tunity to investigate new ways of instruction and learning. 

Everyone has become more tech savvy, and our students 

will be making their mark in the IT world! 

As we end the 2nd quarter of school, the students and 

teachers are ramping up for the FSA coming in April and 
May. The ELA focus is shifting from informational writ-
ing where the rainforest, pandas, and pumpkins were ex-

plored to a transition to opinion writing where the students 
will voice their thoughts about video games, cell phones, 
and school lunches. Science instruction is all about matter 

and in math students continue to work on multi-step com-
putation involving multiplication and division word problems! 

Thank you for your continued support at home, 

Your 4th Grade Team: Ms. Asberry, Mr. Craigmile, Mr. O’Shaughnessy, Ms. N. Williams, 

Reporting Updates From 5th Grade 

The fantastic fifth graders of Emma are excelling in their studies as they prepare to take on the FSA. 
In math our wonderful students loved their Place Value Escape Room facilitated by Ms. Major-
Hundley and Mrs. Gunderson. They showed grit and teamwork as they solved their tasks.  

In ELA, Ms. Porter held the very first Café Emma in which students discussed text structures and 
their importance to the organization to text. Our EEB fifth teachers are consistently guiding their 
students towards growing and developing their skills.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support at home, 

Your 5th Grade Team: Mrs. Allen, Mrs. Gunderson, Ms. Major-Hundley, Ms. Porter 
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Mask Up—Please remember that Students must wear a Mask to school everyday. 
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Parent Portal/Family Access 

How does a Parent or Legal Guardian create a Family Access Account? 

 Using the Internet enter:  https://parentportal.sarasotacountyschools.net 

 Or: go to the Sarasota county Schools website, choose Parents & Student, then scroll down and 

click on Family Access Portal Login 

Why should you want to access the Family Access Portal? 

 View class Assignments and current grades 

 See your students Attendance 

 See Report Cards as soon as they are available 

 See FL Test Scores 

 Transcripts (cannot print an “Official Transcript”) 

 Receive your student’s Snapcode through an email as soon as they are available 

Specials  

 The Specials Team (Art, Music, PE, STEM, and Science Lab) want to wish everyone a Hap-

py New Year. It’s going to be a great rest of the school year. We as a team would like to make sure 

that students have what they need for our classes.  

PE is still requesting that students bring their water bottles to PE. Due to COVID-19 students are not 

allowed to drink from water fountains. A reusable water bottle would be best.  Also, a reminder that 

sneakers need to be worn at PE. Students who wear Crocks to PE will not be allowed to play. The 

Crocks are unsafe to wear at PE.  

The students need an art box. In the art box/bag there needs to be sharpened pen-

cils, scissors, glue, eraser, and coloring materials-crayons or colored pencils or 

markers. Please make sure your child’s name is on the box either inside or on the 

outside. That way if your child leaves the container in the art room, Ms. Shaw 

knows who to give it back to. For online learners, please place your artwork in a 

safe place if you are in the middle of the project. Some projects may need more 

than one rotation to complete. If you don’t have it in a safe place, it may be dam-

aged prior to completing the project. 

The science lab and STEM lab need to have sharpened pencils every time they come to class. The 

students also need to bring their headphones to STEM every day. Both of these classes are working 

on science concepts. The skills that we are teaching will be tested either by benchmark assessments 

or state assessments.  

The music teacher would like to remind the remote students that they have materials in the office that 

are ready for pickup. Please try to get any musical needs from the office soon. 

 The specials team does issue grades for students. Students need to complete all the work that 

the teacher provides. The specials are not a time for play, but a time to learn. Also, remember that 

behavior impacts grades in specials. It is difficult to teach and to learn when others are interrupting. 

 We are looking forward to a robust last half of the year. Thank you for all of your support. 

Your Specials Team:  Ms. Marks (STEM), Mr. Rodkey (Science), Ms. Rylak (PE) 

     Ms. Shaw (Art), Ms. Vegila (Music) 
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Attendance 2020/2021 

 Emma E. Booker students are expected to be in class from 

8:30am to 3:10pm.   

 All gates on campus will be LOCKED during school hours.  

 Students arriving after the 8:30  bell are Tardy and must report 

to the main office to receive a tardy pass to go to class. 

Absences: 

Sarasota County School Rule 7.103 Student Absences defines an excused absence as follows: 

 Illness of the student, documented by the parent/guardian, or medical doctor. 

 Documented major illness in the student’s immediate family 

 Religious holiday of the specific faith of the student. 

 State law mandates parent/guardians to notify the school as soon as possible when their child is 

absent from school and to provide a written explanation within 3 days of the absence. 

 In accordance with School Board Policy, your child’s absence will be considered unexcused until 

a note is received by the Main Office.  The principal or designee has the authority, within guide-

lines of the law, to determine if an absence is excused. 

 Absences for other anticipated reasons must be given prior approval from an administrator, and 

the student must make arrangements for completion of work prior to the absence. Students with 

excessive absences will not be excused for such reasons. 

Dismissals Procedures: 

 Any changes in transportation must be received in writing. 

 Phone calls to the office or the teacher, for transportation changes will not be accepted. 

 Changes to your students contacts can only be made in person by the registering parent/guardian.  

 Anyone picking up a student early MUST, be at least 18 (per district policy), be on the student’s 

contact list, and have ID (including the parent/guardian). 

School Choice 2021/2022 

As we prepare for next year (SY21/22), the District has laid out a few different rules to share with you: 

 

School Choice Enrollment (the option to send your child to the school of your Choice) is open  

February 1, 2021 – March 1, 2021, 4:30 p.m. 

Applications are online and can be completed and submitted on the district website 

(www.sarasotacountyschools.net) 

All School Choice assignments are made through a randomized lottery process. 

* Parents/Guardians will receive written notification of School Choice assignments by Monday, April 
12th. 

* If awarded Choice, they MUST submit their online acceptance to the Choice office by Monday, April  
19th. 

* 5th Grade Students that had Choice or Reassignment at Emma, must reapply for the Middle School  

NOTE: Transportation will NOT be provided to students receiving school choice. 

http://www.sarasotacountyschools.net
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School Sponsors/Volunteers! 

 

Atlas Insurance Bethel C.M.E. Church 

Bay Plaza Condo Association 

Bennie Furlow 

Brian Stirling—Stirling & Wilbur Engineering Group 

Ms. Carol Miller:  we can’t thank you enough for all your time and the supplies you always provide  

Chick-fil-A — Fruitville 

Church of The Trinity M.C.C. 

Kelly Howard 

Desoto Beach Club 

Episcopal Church Longboat Key 

Fraternal Order of Eagles Wilkinson 

Gamma Rho Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated and Truly Valued Incorporated 

Gilbane Building Company 

Holly Smith 

Karen L. Smith 

Lambda Omicron Omega Chapter & Ivy Foundation 

Mahoney Family—Ohio 

The Parish Members of All Angels by the Sea 

PTO  & all Independent Volunteers: thank you for chipping in whenever you see a need  

Rockin’ Readers & RISE 

Roger Rinschler & Village Gardens 

St. Boniface Episcopal Church 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 

Staples Fruitville Road 

Staples S Tamiami Trail 

Supreme Smiles of Sarasota 

Target—University Pkwy 

Temple Sinai (Women of Sinai) 

UBS Financial Services Inc. 

University Park Country Club—Ladies Golf Association—Uniform assistance 

Walmart—University & Lockwood 
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Happy New Year! 

A friendly reminder of the importance of implementing healthy practices during the 

pandemic. 

 

https://www.gcusd7.org/parent-online-resources-for-education/ 

Parents take the time to check-in with your child and provide a safe space to talk about fears, con-

cerns and uncertainty. 

Validation of their feelings: (I see you, hear you, support you) 

Model positive ways to deal with daily stress (listen to music, exercise, relax, talk about feelings). 

Secure a healthy support system 

Take Care! 

Lavonna Gregory  and Pam Wilsen( EEB LMHC School Based Therapist) 

 

~Editor: Jamie JT Anderson 


